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The £81m Tinsley Viaduct strengthening project involves the strengthening of a 1-kilometre twin deck steel/concrete composite structure carrying the M1 and the A631 across the  Don Valley in Sheffield.  Owen Williams has the commission to supervise the works to their completion in November 2004.  Ben was responsible for the supervision of the internal strengthening works over the entire structure, including the critical stengthening of 72No. main bearing diaphragms.

Ben is also currently working on the nuclear safety case assessment for the BAe Systems Marine Devonshire Dock Hall structure in Barrow-in-Furness.  This is a large industrial structure; approximately 250m by 60m in plan area with a clear roof height of 55m, inside which the new Astute-class nuclear attack submarine is being constructed for the Royal Navy.  Owen Williams is contracted to assess the structure for extreme environmental and seismic loading events, and also to design any required strengthening measures.

1.
Where did you study and why Owen Williams?


I attended Sheffield University taking a Masters in Civil Engineering with Architecture.  While I was looking for jobs before I graduated, I decided I wanted to work for a multi-disciplinary consultancy, which offered plenty of opportunities for varied work, and advancement, which was something Owen Williams was able to offer.

Another reason was the opportunity to work on the Tinsley contract, which at the time it was started was one of the biggest highways structures jobs anywhere in the country.  Bridges are very interesting to work on from an analysis and design point of view, and I didn’t want to spend my first couple of years in this job designing portal frame sheds for warehouses or industrial units, and again Owen Williams was able to offer this.

2.
What has been the most interesting experience in the job so far?

The most valuable experience has been working with the other engineers on the Tinsley site and the issues that can arise from being one of 3 major companies on a very large and important contract.  All of the Owen Williams senior engineers come from different vocational backgrounds and have a vast amount of knowledge and experience, they have taught me a lot in a very short time.

The most interesting experience was walking around the Devonshire Dock Hall for the BAe contract.  The place is just immense, and being able to walk around not five metres from a finished nuclear submarine is amazing, especially if you go up into the roof on the crane gantry over one of the main doors and look down.

3.
How have you progressed during your time with Owen Williams so far?

I’ve progressed quite quickly really.  With there being such problems in the industry in companies getting the people they want – the ‘junior’ people with 2-5 years of experience – people like me are being given chances to do things and work on jobs that we probably wouldn’t normally get near due to our lack of experience.

4.
What level of support does Owen Williams give you in training & development? 

I receive an excellent level of support.  I was signed onto the company ICE Training Agreement straight away and never have problems getting any training or getting signed up for courses.  The support is excellent as well, as all the Delegated Engineers and Supervising Civil Engineers are very good at working out what you need to do and the best way to do it for achieving core objectives.

Also, the rest of the staff are all so helpful that in most cases there is someone somewhere within the company who can help you out and are happy to do so.  You probably learn more in your first few months just from interacting with other members of staff with different backgrounds and level of experience than you do in your first year of university.
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